TOW TEST

buy? A 4-lire VB petrol automatic
of a 3-itre 4 cylinder twibo-diesel
manual?

hen Toyola 5A decldad

b marry the regged

stremgih and reputation
of the popular Hiles with that of o
famiby-orlentated, keather-seabed,
sports ey vehicle, and 1w name It
Fortuner, they cemalnly arrived at o
viry workable vehicle, It's one tha
conatiiwbes both g solld workhorse
and a recreatlonal, fun, famlly
viehlcle.

[here are five Portumer model
derivalives splii over swo engline
slzes [3-lie diese] or 4-lire petroli
and fwst soovod know, there 18 a
wealting lst of eager buyers thal
exbends (il of Toyota deaberships and
around the block! Begrettably there
b= nio awbomatic transmissbon optlon
i the dlesel darivatlve,

Sorwhich one woubd you chooee?
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Let's start off this tow test by stoslng
that the natbonal soles preference
splis for these two modaks [s T0%

of custemers preferring the dlesel
while 30% prefer the petol engined
version,

Fact is, per lire, diesel 1s cheaper
than petrol, and diesel 5 known o
alve minre kllometres per e than
pitrod, which Is protably Lhe maln
regson why buyers opt for thils model,
Personally, [ think they showkd look
further than [ust economy &nd 171 g0
vina why later.

Power talk

Turbo diesel enplnes are known
for packing losr dowrn, Blue Bulls-
iype scrumuming torgee that will
move and shakes any ob=tacle in s
path. However, compare the englng
characteristbes: the four cylinder
diesel engine prodoces 120 kW a2
00 rpm o and 3463 Mmool torgues from
as bow down as 1 400 rpm versus $he
six oylinder petrod englne of 175 kW
at 5 240 rprmoand 376 Mom at s high
3 800 rpr. Technlcally this confirms

that the petrol engine has more
power and torgee tham the diesel
engine Fortumer, and For this exirs
piwer yow pay & peloe premiemn of
B34 100,

“it does the job, any
job, extremely well”

Fior 824 100 you gt an gubcamashc
transmbsalon that's great for driving
In traffhc or over wowgh Al obstackss
virsis the dlesel's fve-spoed manual
thiog regulnes more than dalndy Uitle
calf ruscles b rush hour trafikc, and
viou ek slx oylinders that consume
petrol at abowt TR o 1he 100 km
versus the diesel's 0.5 V100 km arcand
o Mot g blg difference,

[he servioe intervals for the
petrol Foruner Is every 15 (4 km
wihille the diesel requires servicing
at earlber Inservals of 100000 k.,
Service costs appear o trade secret,
probably becavse nit every service =
thie apme due o the el that owners
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mmay request extra work o be
done. Parhaps a saving on the
tlbesel service Is the fact that
although it requilres an earller
oll change service Interval, i
does net have consumables
such as spark plugs o be
added o the ball.

Wa have been fogun (e ate
I having the petncd verslon
o & 2000 km test to see
what cwnership would be
like and found the vehicle
somewhat ‘mundanely’
efficlent. 1use this word
tongue-in-cheek as B does the
jinky, @y |ob, extremmely wall
A notning oyl seens Lo
requlre attention, Fact s, In
20000 ke ghe only problem
v e epced was g CO
di=c stuck bn the C0F player
— there was niot a rattle, nes
o meechanical fallure, not a
dappolniment [n ary aspect
other than pure enjovrent of
mynersip

Maximum towing
capacity

S0 hiw does each mcd el
EARL Tidings el ST welgh
caravan? Both rmodels
hawve the same factory-
recomenended sowling
capacity of up o 750 kg o an
unbraked traller and up u
1 500 kg for a wraller with
over-un brakes,

An Imeresting podnt & tha
according o the tare welghi

printed on the lloence dise
the diesels loence welght of
895 kg (s heavier than the
pedral astematlc, at
I B45 kg Even thaugh out
trafflc regulntions allow you
bt & wekghd up o Lhe
vahibzla's Heenoo welght (o
hiealer LEyou it an extra
Fepd raulbcfvacua mdelectric
operated service brks b tha
traller], Toyota still speciiy
I 500 kg as the maximuom
allowable s welglhit

Lr compariscn o the
arnenah, effortless auiomailc
transmisskon on the petrol
model, the manwal gearboy
an the diesel Foriuner gets
ATEUATY heavy, [ wawing
the Gypsay Rogal {1 330 kgl
I5 pleasant for both vehiches
Tvre pressures on the g
rad lals were: front 340 kpa
and rear 3H kpa

e dbesel with all bs
turgquee pulls stronghy from
2 ) rprm in 4th gear, and
having that big alr intake
an jop of the engine bonnet
provides a physiolegicn
Irnpresaion of masalve engine
piver and torgue, Golng
our standard hEll climby, the
pedral versiom wok 1 mindbe,
2.5 seconds o oover the
LY .{III THER T TOR 2, Wi Tdds
the digsel took | milnwes 3741
seconds, The diesel did chis
ir ahled gearat 3 000 v'min
while the petrol could Tev

Lesther sests, eleciric wirdovs, digilal onboard leel consumption
s Stereo radio and CD player i flandard equipment, a5 ...

L

«o-fecknic pear dilf lock for when you need moee 1han
wormnenlional dsd sction.. .

Thae interior & S1ylsh and comforieble; middle seats fokd lorsand for eoti space, 1ear seals fold up against the side walls, and there are sesthells fon all!
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Neil Harrison

Puablisher/Editor 3A4xd magazine

There're & yehicle configurations mome satlslying b drive than
a hig G-cylincer matar maked o a smooth aito box, w0 win
do | praler the manual diesel Forluiner over its petial-engine
sibiimg ? Well, FBely the D40 diessd mobai s o malch: IS @ nedad
gErnation dipeal thal's quisl and relinad, and with 120 kW and
143 Nom -on tap, 10 profty dared power |l oo, Sore, the I|i|_; Vi
per v mipdor ollers oi ah exira 55 EW, bl ar the cost ol econmmy
Driving the patrol Forluner, yoilll sbiggke 1o get much moee than
A5 Km Trom a Wl tank. noa big coumtny e oirs, e diess
Fortumat is the legical cholre
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shaber publicatioms.

Mark Samuel

Features Editor Caravan & Outdoor Life magazine

Off the bat, | have 1o say that | epgay driving both veelations of the
Fortunes. But, for me, did ore just plp the oither as 8 fvouite? 'm
3 ey watches — b just can't help L | basp 3 canehsl bodgst and,
unfartunataly, when It comes to difving the big 4 0Hl e pedrod, |
feel ke thera's a hola In the botiom of my wallet and the morsy's
fallimg gut. | particularly enjoy the auto gearbes, But the manual
was also pleaswrable toodiive. AL+ 1100 km, the diesal gets my
nad.




