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No substitute for cubic capacity? ‘Go Big’ is the marketing hype backing the new range of Isuzu
‘bakkies’, because they are bigger in overall dimensions, plus there is a new, bigger 3.5-litre V6
engine, which should delight many a caravan or boat tower. But, is bigger necessarily better?

nd the ‘Go Big’ slogan is suited

to the motto of this new Isuzu

range — it has the biggest cab

and this version has the biggest
engine ever fitted into an Isuzu: 3.5 litre
versus the old 3.2 version.

Top marks go to the newly named
General Motors (ex Delta) for an
excellent handbook in which they
dedicated a chapter to towing, towing
regulations relating to caravans and
trailers and towball heights.

They explain the important criteria
relating to Curb weight, Tare weight,
Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM), Gross axle
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General Motors recommends that the mass of
the trailer or caravan must NOT exceed the
difference between the GCM and GVM, which
are indicated on the vehicle VIN data plate.
Alternatively, please refer to the data plate
mounted to the towbar for the allowable loads.
Overloading of the towbar may result in
damage to the towbar and the vehicle.

weight and Gross Combined Mass which
will greatly assist (or confuse) any
potential purchaser of the new Isuzu

range in making informed decisions as
to maximum loads and the legal towing
ability.

The Gross Combined Mass (GCM) is
the maximum allowable combined
weight of the vehicle (with passenger,
luggage and a full tank of fuel) plus the
weight of the loaded caravan. On the Vin
plate it states this as 3 750 kg.

The Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) is the
maximum allowable laden mass of the
vehicle which again is 2 800 kg.

Confused yet? If not, hold on. My
calculation, as to the difference referred
to by the handbook, is only 950 kg. And






